
Each year, the Winker Community Foundation supports local organizations from 
our designated Community Fund. This fund has been built over time through 
gifts donated by various community members and organizations. A portion of the 
interest earned on these investments is granted back to support your local charities.
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Vital Signs
Working Together to Create Affordable Housing
Following Winkler’s Vital Signs survey completed in 2018, the Winkler 
Community Foundation board members became strongly motivated 
to act on the information that came to light. Statistics showed that 
Winkler’s poverty rate was 19% and a top citizen priority was funding 
and support for more affordable housing units.

Several local contractors came together to donate time and material 
toward renovations which allowed two families to move into subsidized 
housing units before Christmas.  New donated appliances and wrapped 
gifts under the tree donated by ‘Mend the Gap’ greeted these families 
who were overcome with the care and support that was shown by the 
community.  Additionally, the overall affordable housing agenda is being 
advanced in the community, motivated in part by the Foundation's 
willingness to engage motivated community members.

New Funds
This year, we welcomed three new funds to our foundation. We are proud to support these funds, and the 
contributions and opportunities that they are bringing to our community.

Mend the Gap
Mend the Gap fund was created 
in hopes to help alleviate the 
stresses and hardships of poverty 
that affect local families. By 
supporting and working alongside 
local programs and charities, 
they are making a difference 
by Mending the Gap in the 
community of Winkler.

Falk Fehr Foundation
The Falk Fehr Foundation is an 
organization with family and 
community values at its core. 
Local professional hockey players, 
Eric Fehr and Justin Falk, created 
this fund to support charities in 
Winkler and surrounding area, 
leaving a legacy in the community.

Winkler Heritage Museum
Winkler Heritage Museum 
preserves and exhibits local 
history. This fund was created 
to capitalize on the Manitoba 
Heritage Trust Program, which 
aims to attract public and private 
funding and provide long-
term sustainable revenue for 
the heritage organizations. All 
donations made to this fund until 
March 2021 will be matched.

INSPIRING ACTION



Citizen of the Year
Ruth Reimer
Citizens of Winkler have proven time and time again that they are 
people who strive to make a difference in our community. From 
good deeds to extraordinary actions, there is always people showing 
kindness and motivation. Although we can only choose one winner per 
year, we are truly proud of all the nominations we receive each year. 

The 2019 Citizen of the Year award was presented to Ruth Riemer. 
After the loss of her daughter Kaitlyn in 2012, Ruth and her family 
began to take this tragedy and turn it into a blossoming organization 
by following Kaitlyn’s dreams of helping other sick children in hospitals. 
What started as gifting kids with teddy bears and games, quickly grew 
into what is now known as Katie Cares and a new establishment called 
Katie’s Cottage, which provides a nearby place to stay for families of 
hospital patients.

Ruth has decided to donate her Citizen of the Year Choice Grant, which 
is a total of $1,000, to South Central Cancer Resource. 

Grant Story
Enns Court Play Structure
This September, Eden Health Care Services 
celebrated the official opening of a play structure and 
pergola at Enns Courts in Winkler. 

Planning & fundraising for this project started nearly 
two years ago by a Youth in Philanthropy group 
from Parkland Elementary School. These students 
approached Eden Health Care Services asking how 
they could help the organization in some way, and 
that is when the idea for a new playground for the 
families at the Eden’s Enns Court Apartments began.

Winkler Community Foundation matched the 
donation amount raised by the Youth in Philanthropy 
students, along with other community donors.

New Staff 
Scholarship & Marketing Coordinator
Our foundation welcomed a new member to the 
team in July! Julia Blais is our new scholarship and 
marketing coordinator for the organization. She has 
quickly adapted to her new role here, and her work 
here is very appreciated. 

If you have any questions regarding our  
scholarships program or marketing, please contact 
Julia at:

scholarships@winklercommunityfoundation.com  
or 431-775-3448.

Ruth Reimer holding Citizen of the Year award

Myra (left) and Julia Blais (right)



thanks to stretch funding from our sponsors  |  Contact the Winkler Community Foundation for details and gift options.

Scholarships
Make it a Reality Recipient, Tyler Froese
The WCF’s Gordon Wiebe Scholarship program gave $85,000  
this year to 38 local students pursuing post-secondary education. 
Among those students, is a driven young man, Tyler Froese.

Tyler was the 2018 Make it a Reality scholarship recipient, which 
is a total amount of $20,000. As he starts his second year of 
university, he has given us a look back on what this scholarship 
has meant to him and how it has affected his post-secondary 
education journey.

“The scholarship will always mean a lot to me; it shows that people 
put trust in just some kid to go do amazing things. Being where I 
am, many people took a leap of faith in me, and it makes me want to 
work as hard as I can for them. The scholarship allows me to invest 
fully into my education and plan out where I want to go with it, 
having the ability to try and plan so far in the future is an amazing 
gift rather than trying to merely get through the present. I am 
incredibly thankful for what I have received and hope to never take it 
for granted.” 

The 24-Hour Giving Challenge is your opportunity to help the Winkler Community Foundation’s ‘Community 
Fund’ grow exponentially. Gifts made to Winkler’s ‘Community Fund’ on Saturday, Nov. 16th, will be tripled from 
the combined efforts of the Manitoba government, The Winnipeg Foundation, the City of Winkler and local 
participating businesses. So, your $5 gift instantly becomes $15 for our community! 

Gifts may be made online at endowMB.org, in advance at the Winkler Community Foundation 185 Main Street, 
or at Winkler Canadian Tire and Winkler Co-op Food Store between 10am-1pm on November, 16th, 2019.

Tyler Froese,  
2019 Make it a Reality Recipient

Some of the 2019  
Gordon Wiebe  
Scholarship  
Recipients

TRIPLE YOUR DONATION! YOUR $5 GIFT BECOMES $15

Help your community 

FLOURISH FOREVER



Grant Summary
Each year, the Winkler Community Foundation receives grant requests well beyond what we can grant out. There are many organiza-
tions in our community doing amazing things. We want to encourage all of the organizations that applied to continue doing the work 
they do for our community; making Winkler and area a better place to live, work and play in. Over $248,000 was granted back into the 
community in 2019. 

The Winkler Community Foundation’s Community Endowment fund is the general fund in which community grant requests are support-
ed; impacting local charities for local projects. The community foundation relies on gifts in the form of donations and bequests that help 
to grow the community foundation’s endowment funds. These gifts are invested and the interest earned annually is granted back into 
our community. A gift to the Winkler Community Foundation truly is a gift that keeps on giving back to the community year after year.

Community Fund Grants
Organization Project Grant Amount
Discover Nature Sanctuary Construction of Outdoor education centre $2,500

Pine Ridge School (Music) Towards purchase of band equipment; to make music accessible to all $2,500

Pine Ridge School (Phy Ed.) Towards purchase of heart rate monitors $2,000

Regional Connections Renovations for newcomers childcare space $4,500

Winkler Bible Camp Towards purchase of Coffee maker & ice machine $2,500

Winkler Festival of the Arts Music scholarships $500

Winkler Heritage Society Manitoba Heritage Fund: preserving heritage forever $1,000

South Central Cancer Resource Citizen of the Year Choice Grant: project impacting children $1,000

 TOTAL SMART & CARING COMMUNITY GRANTS $16,500

Gordon Wiebe Scholarship Fund Grants
Institution Recipient Grant Amount
GVSD 12 recipients (6 designated for 2019 & 6 designated for 2020 Grad Recipients) $24,000

Assiniboine Community College 1 recipient $5,000

Brandon University 4 recipients $8,000

Red River Community College 2 recipients $4,000

University of Guelph 2 recipients $4,000

University of Calgary 1 recipient $2,000

University of Manitoba 11 recipients $25,000

University of Winnipeg 4 recipients $11,000

Selkirk College 1 recipient $2,000

 TOTAL GORDON WIEBE SCHOLARSHIPS $85,000

Designated Fund Grants
Fund Recipient/Project Grant Amount
2016 Manitoba Winter Games Sports Legacy Fund Heart Rate monitors $2,000

Dr. C.W. Wiebe Medical Fund Dr. C.W. Wiebe Medical Centre
Tympanometry and reflex screener and ABI Doppler

$7,535

Darlene Peters Fund South Central Cancer Resource: 
Wellness program promoting exercise and healthy eating

$3,973

 TOTAL DESIGNATED FUND GRANTS $13,508
Make an Investment  
in Your Community 



* Grants from these funds are a combination of endowment grants and flow through grants

Youth in Philanthropy Grants
Organizations Project Grant Amount
GVC: Central Station Community Centre Backyard swing set $500

GVC: Salem Home ‘ABBY’ Game for Residents with Dementia $620

GVC: Winkler Family Resource Centre ‘Toddler Shinanigans’ program supplies $500

NPC: Eden Mental Health Centre Flowers & plants to enhance grounds $328

NPC: Central Station Car seat & Booster Seat $328

NPC: Katie Cares Inc Lawn Chairs $200

NPC: Genesis House Therapy games for children $500

Parkland: Gateway Resources Dishwasher $1,250

WES: Salem Foundation ‘ABBY’ Game for Residents with Dementia $729

WES: The Bunker Food Trailer $729

 TOTAL YOUTH IN PHILANTHROPY GRANTS $5,684

 OVERALL GRANT TOTAL $248,724

Agency & Donor Advised Fund Grants
Fund Recipient/Project Grant Amount
Gateway Resources Fund Gateway Resources: Roof project $35,956

Katie Cares Fund Katie Cares Foundation: Operations $4,070

Kalansky Family Fund Pembina Valley Humane Society: Cat room $555

Winkler Fire Rescue Fund Winkler Fire Dept: CPR Manikins $730

MAP Fund South Central Choral Association $670

Mend the Gap Fund * Central Station: Mend the Gap projects $26,051

Falk Fehr Foundation Fund * Central Station $30,000

Falk Fehr Foundation Fund * Winkler Food Cupboard $30,000

 TOTAL AGENCY & DONOR ADVISED FUND GRANTS $128,032

Yes, I would like to partner with the Winkler 
Community Foundation enriching the quality of 
life in our community!

I am interested in learning more about:

One-time gift of $
I have enclosed a cheque.

Name

Address

Email

Signature

Postal Code Phone

Mail to:
Winkler Community Foundation - 185 Main St., Winkler - Winkler, MB R6W 1B4

Monthly pre-authorized payments of $
Please contact me to set-up payments.

Will bequests

Community Fund
Winkler Fire Rescue Fund
Katie Cares Fund
Dr. C.W. Wiebe Fund
2014 Sport Legacy Fund

A RECEIPT WILL BE ISSUED FOR TAX PURPOSES.

Youth in Philanthropy Fund
Gateway Resources Fund
Scholarships Fund
General Operating Fund
Mend the Gap Fund

Falk Fehr Foundation Fund Winkler Heritage Museum Fund

Donating shares of public stocks

Starting an endowment fund

Contributing to a scholarship fund

Please deposit my gift and hold it in perpetuity to the...

Donor Contact Information
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