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Since the Winkler Community Foundation 
launched Manitoba’s first Vital Signs project in 
2012 followed by our second in 2018, there have 
been many changes in the community and in 
the world around us. From new technological 
developments to the COVID-19 pandemic, our community is 
not the same as it was 12 years ago. Now, more than ever, it’s 
important to look at how we can improve the local quality of life.  

Community knowledge is critical to inform the Winkler Community 
Foundation (WCF) as we collaborate with other initiatives to 
ensure our community’s needs are met now, and in the years to 
come.  

The 2024 WCF Vital Signs project provides local government, 
businesses, charitable sector leaders and others within the 
community the knowledge needed to make strategic and informed 
decisions that support the well-being of our community.  

We are grateful for the community’s participation in providing 
local information through workshops and surveys. This project was 
made possible by generous local sponsors, and by Manitoba Blue 
Cross.  We look forward to the continued growth and success of 
our community and believe this report will create a platform to 
support conversation and action to address the well-being of our 
community. 

A Message from the  
Board Chair, Barb Neufeld
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This report is organized into eight domains of well-being, 
representing different aspects of community life. Each 
domain contains locally-relevant indicators that reflect 
or influence well-being. This approach, inspired by the 
Canadian Index of Wellbeing approach, assesses and 
measures indicators across all areas of community life. 

Data Collection 

Guided by a dedicated volunteer committee and local 
community leaders, roundtable workshops were held to 
identify “what matters” to the community and shape the 
focus of data collection and survey development.  

Community and youth surveys were conducted in May 
and June 2024, both online and at various community 
locations.  

After compiling the survey results and other datasets, 
community members participated in focus groups to 
reflect on the findings. 

Secondary Data Sources: Information from federal and 
provincial sources such as Statistics Canada’s 2021 
Census, provincial statistics, municipal reports and 
records, and other local sources. 

Domains & Indicators of  
Community Well-being

GVSD

Garden Valley School Division

SHSS

Southern Health - Santé Sud 
(regional health authority) 

Stanley

Rural Municipality of Stanley 
(Stanley RM) Census Subdivision

Winkler

City of Winkler (Winkler CY) Census 
Subdivision

Winkler/Stanley

Winkler CY + Stanley RM Census 
Subdivisions, combined

Winkler CA

Census Agglomeration (includes 
Winkler CY, Stanley RM, and 
Morden CY)

LEGEND

About the Winkler 
Community Foundation 

The Winkler Community 
Foundation is passionate about 
growing partnerships in our 
community because we believe 
our community is stronger 
together. The Foundation 
invests in building endowment 
funds, providing ongoing 
funding to local non-profit 
and charitable organizations 
through grants, supports 
young people pursuing post-
secondary education through 
education awards, and funding 
leadership initiatives. 

Our mission is to identify, 
support and enhance 
the quality of life in our 
community.

Learn More 

Visit the Winkler Community Foundation website 
winklercommunityfoundation.com/vitalsigns/ for: 

•	 The Enhanced 2024 Vital Signs Report  
•	 Statistical source listings 
•	 Winkler’s Vital Signs 2012 and 2018 reports
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88 citizens
12 non-citizens

Citizenship
41 third-generation residents
26 second-generation residents
33 first-generation residents
(includes citizens & non-citizens)

VILLAGE  
of 100
If Winkler & Stanley were a

Gender
50 female
50 male

Source - Village of 100 is based on the combined 2021 Census data for Winkler (City) and Stanley (RM), except where noted otherwise. For additional information regarding 
information sources and calculations, please refer to Winkler’s Vital Signs® Source Document located at http://winklercommunityfoundation.com/what-we-do/vital-signs/ 

Age
26 youth (14 & under)
62 working-age (15-65)
12 seniors (65+)

Marital Status
63 married
2 living common-law
27 never married
4 separated or divorced
4 widowed

AGED 15�  
& OLDER

Housing Type by Tenure

76 24

Homeowners Renters

64
Employment Rate

AGED 15�  
& OLDER

Languages 
Spoken at 

Home

79
English

16
Germanic

5
Other

Indigenous 
Identity
3 First Nations  
or Métis

Processing, 
manufacturing  

& utilities
Winkler 12%  Manitoba 5%

Trades, transport & 
equipment operators
Winkler 25%  Manitoba 18%

Natural & applied 
sciences & related
Winkler 3%  Manitoba 6%

Business, finance, 
administration & 
management 
Winkler 13%  Manitoba 17%

Farming & natural 
resources
Winkler 6%  Manitoba 4%

Health 
Winkler 6%  Manitoba 8%

Social science, 
education, law, 

government & religion
Winkler 8%  Manitoba 13%

Arts, culture,  
recreation & sport

Winkler 2%  Manitoba 2%

Occupations 
Winkler/Stanley, 2021

Children per Household 
Winkler (CA), 2022

all children 0-17 64%

mix 0-17 & 18+ 14%

all 18+ 22%

34% 32% 34%

Single-
detached

72

Townhomes, 
Duplexes

15

Apartments

10

Moveable 
dwellings

3
Home Dwellings

42% Couples 
with children

28% Couples 
without children

19% One-person 
households

5% Lone-parent 
with children

6% Other  
(multi family etc)

Household  
by Type

People in  
Low-Income 
Households

POVERTY 
RATE

15%
+
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A Growing &  
Youthful  
Community

In 2023, Winkler’s population grew to 
14,692 people, 25% higher than 10 years 
before. Stanley’s population grew to 
9,962, 13% higher than in 2013. Over the 
same period, Manitoba grew by 15% and 
Canada grew by 14%. 

6000

9000

12000

15000

2013

2015

2017

2019

2021

2023

9000

12000

15000

Population
Winkler & Stanley, 2013-2023 DID YOU  

KNOW?
According 
to Statistics 
Canada, Winkler 
CA was Canada’s 
youngest census 
area in 2022.

Median Age, 
2021

Winkler 33.6

Stanley 25.6

Manitoba 38.4

Canada 41.6

Youngest & Oldest  
Age Groups, 2021

26%

12%

Winkler/ 
Stanley

19% 17%

Manitoba

16%
19%

Canada

0-14 yrs 65+ yrs

Winkler

Stanley

Waste, Composting 
& Recycling

 In 2023, 
Winkler 

diverted 54% 
of city waste 

away from the 
landfill with 
recycling and 
composting. 

Winnipeg 
diverted less 

than 30%. 
Winkler Winnipeg

Yard Waste 11%

Compostable Material 25%

Recycling 29% 18%

Waste/Garbage 46% 71%

100%

80%

60%

40%

20%

0%

The RM of Stanley has 1553 residences 
with recycling bins, primarily in 
Reinfeld and Schanzenfeld. 

Environment
Covers conservation, waste management, and 
readiness for environmental emergencies. Focuses 
on sustainable use of land, water, and energy.

Agriculture  
& Soil  
Conservation
By 2021, 63% of Stanley’s 
farmland used conservation 
tillage (MB 71%), doubling in size 
since 2011. This practice reduces 
soil disturbance and retains plant 
material, improving soil health.

Working Together  
The RM of Stanley is partnering 
with Winkler on a joint 
wastewater treatment project 
that will provide capacity for the 
area for many years to come.

Energy Efficiency 
Efficiency Manitoba supported 
428 projects in Winkler homes 
and businesses from 2020 to 
2024.

DID YOU  
KNOW?

The WCF supports initiatives 
like the Discovery Nature 
Sanctuary, a natural grassland 
and woodland habitat within 
Winkler’s urban environment.

B+
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Unemployment Rate
% of people, in the work 
force without jobs, 2021

Winkler/Stanley   4.4%
3.4%     5.8%

Manitoba  8.3%
8.2%     8.3%

Employment Rate
Total

Winkler 62 71 52

Stanley 69 81 56

Manitoba 59 63 55

Canada 57 61 53

WomenMen

21% of workers in Stanley were 
self-employed, compared to 13% 
in Winkler, and 12% in Manitoba.

Community 
Resilience

A

WCF @ Work:  
Youth in Philanthropy 
(YIP), a Foundation 
initiative held at our 
local high and junior 
high schools, empowers 
young people to lead 
community change by 
learning about local 
charities, engaging in 
community activities, 
and financially supporting 
projects that are 
important to youth. 

DID YOU  
KNOW?

The City of Winkler 
is exploring service 
providers for a new 
public transportation 
pilot project, based 
on insights from their 
2023 Transportation 
Feasibility Study.  

The community’s ability to withstand challenges and prosper, 
with a focus on access to services, a robust local economy and 
job market, public safety and transportation infrastructure. 

30

60

90

120

150 Winkler
Manitoba
Canada

2012 2014 2016 2018 2020 2022

Crime Severity Index

Getting Around
2024 Community Survey Results

•	15% were satisfied
•	55% were unsatisfied

•	74% were satisfied with winter 
maintenance and snow clearing on roads 
and streets

•	65% were satisfied, and 16% were 
unsatisfied with winter maintenance of 
sidewalks and paths

How safe 
do you feel 
walking or 

being outside 
alone at 
night?

ve
ry

 s
af

e 
37

%

som
ewhat 

safe 36%

somewhat unsafe 17%
neutral  

8%
very  

unsafe  
2%COMMUNITY  

REFLECTION

“I can let my kids  
roam around, and  

I feel safe.”

 “Winkler is still a 
place that people 

care and look out for 
each other to a vast 

degree.”

Businesses  
per Capita, 2024

In June 2024, there were 181 
businesses with employees 

in Stanley, and 773 in Winkler. 
When compared to the working 

age population, Winkler has 
75% more businesses, per 

capita, than Manitoba.

Winkler 68

Businesses 
with multiple 

sites are 
counted per 

site.

Manitoba 37

Stanley 26

Businesses with 
employees per 

1,000 people  
aged 15+, 2024

Winter Maintenance and Snow Clearing

Public Transportation Options

Feeling  
Safe

2024 Community  
Survey Results
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Education 
& Learning

WCF @ Work:  
Each year, the Winkler 
Community Foundation 
awards over $100,000 
in educational awards. 
Eligible individuals are:
•	 Ages 16-35
•	 From Winkler & area
•	 Attending accredited 

institutions
•	 New or currently 

enrolled students

For more details, visit 
the WCF website.

DID YOU  
KNOW?
Since 2017, the 
Winkler Community 
Foundation 
has granted 
over $680,000 
in education 
scholarships to 
165 students 
from Winkler 
and surrounding 
areas, with awards 
ranging from 
$2,000 to $25,000. 

The educational landscape of the community, from early 
childhood to adult programs, focusing on accessibility and 
quality for lifelong learning.

COMMUNITY  
REFLECTION

Feeling Unprepared
•	 In 2024, 60% of grade 11 and 12 survey 

respondents felt unprepared for life and 
wanted to learn more practical life skills. 

•	 The students who felt more prepared 
wanted more advanced academic 
courses, and courses in leadership and 
career preparation 

In GVSD, 91% of first-time grade 9 
students in 2017 graduated within 
6 years (MB rate = 89%) 

High School 
Graduation Rate

Have Not Graduated  
High School

5

10

15

20

25

30

5

10

15

20

25

30

% aged 25-34 without a high school diploma 
or equivalency certificate, postsecondary 

certificate, diploma or degree

2021201620112006

Winkler CA
Manitoba
Canada

+2%

40%
Winkler Stanley

31%
Manitoba

59%
Canada

67%

Postsecondary Certificate, 
Diploma or Degree 

% of population aged 15-64, 2021

-3% +3% +4%
Compared to 2016

C+

Licensed Childcare Spaces
Winkler, 2024

•	 74 infant and toddler spaces 
•	 169 pre-school spaces 
•	 Wait times range from 1 to over 2 years. 
There are other childcare providers in Winkler with four or 
fewer spaces, which are not included in the above totals. 

2018 

12

2

0

5

10

15

20

25

30

Homeschool Students 
per 100 Enrolled Students

2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 

9

2

15

4

27

3

18

2

13

3

GVSD

Manitoba

This chart shows that for every 100 students 
enrolled in schools, there are ## home school 
students in the area. (Note: Manitoba numbers 
include public school divisions and First Nations 
schools under educational agreements.)

Student-to-Educator Ratio

In 2023/24, GVSD had a 
student-to-educator ratio of 
14.2 students per educator, 
compared to 13.2 across 
Manitoba. Note: this is not the number 

of students per classroom.

“Without a local university, 
I can’t afford to maintain a 
home here and support my 

kids’ education.”
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Standard  
of Living

WCF @ Work:  
As a result of the 
2018 Vital Signs 
report, the Mend 
the Gap Fund 
was created. This 
fund supports 
initiatives, programs 
and services that 
alleviate poverty 
through innovative 
approaches 
impacting families 
and making a 
difference by 
Mending the Gap in 
the community of 
Winkler.

DID YOU  
KNOW?

The Food Cupboard’s 
spending on food 
increased from $112,729 
in 2018 to $288,679 in 
2023. The average number 
of households served 
per week by the Food 
Cupboard rose from 63 
in October 2020 to 143 in 
October 2023.

Reflects economic stability, affordability of essentials,  
and the balance between work and leisure.

Social Housing Inventory
Total units by bedroom count, 2024 

In May 2024 he social housing waitlist 
had 208 applications, representing 

526 people in need of housing.

12x

0-1

11x

4+

44x

3

22x

2

Rising Demand at  
the Food Cupboard

*active household means that they have 
visited the food cupboard at least once in 

the last six months

•	 2018: 418 active households
•	 2020: 470 active households
•	 2023: 822 active households

Ratio of Income  
Spent on Housing

Winkler/Stanley, 2021  
66% of owner households have a mortgage

18% of tenant households are in  
subsidized housing

32% of tenant 
households 

spend 30% or 
more of their 
income on  

shelter costs

14% of owner 
households 

spend 30% or 
more of their 
income on 

shelter costs

Housing Costs, 2021
Average value of dwellings: 

Winkler $331,200 Stanley $391,600 

Median Monthly Shelter  
Costs (Tenant): 

Winkler $990 (↑15% since 2016)  
Stanley $950 (↓12% since 2016) 

Median Monthly Shelter  
Costs (Owner): 

Winkler $1,140 (↑18% since 2016)   
Stanley $1,250 (↑4% since 2016) 

“My brother…makes really 
good money actually, and 
he can’t find a rental if his 

life depended on it”

Rental Vacancy Rates
Winkler, 2023

0.6% 2%
1.5%

B+
Poverty Rates, 2020

 Proportion of the population living in poverty 
(Prevalence of low income based on the low-

income measure, after tax (LIM-AT) (%).

15%
14%

Overall

18%
20%

Youth

26%

16%

Women 65+

 (Winkler/Stanley)  16% in 2015

 (Manitoba)   18% in 2015

25% in 2015

26% in 2015

26% in 2015

17% in 2015

Median Family Income
After-tax in 2020

$63,200 $79,500
Winkler
increased  

by 9%

Stanley
increased  

by 9%

Manitoba
$69,000 

increased by 8%

* Reflects real income growth  
since 2015, adjusted for inflation.

Commute Time  
15 minutes or less, 2021 

Winkler/Stanley 70%  Manitoba 36%

COMMUNITY  
REFLECTION



1514 WINKLER’S VITAL SIGNS  |  2024 WINKLER COMMUNITY FOUNDATION

WCF @ Work:  
WCF granted $162,382 to 
health-related projects 
from 2019-2024. The 
Dr. C.W. Wiebe Medical 
Fund, which supports 
medical equipment 
purchases in Winkler 
and the surrounding 
area, contributed 
$50,000 to the MRI 
centre at Boundary 
Trails and has funded 
numerous projects at 
the C.W. Wiebe Medical 
Centre over the years. 

DID YOU  
KNOW?

Boundary Trails 
Health Centre is 
expanding, with new 
inpatient beds, an 
enhanced Cancer 
Care unit, and an 
echocardiography 
suite set to be 
completed by 2027.  

Reflects the physical and mental health of community members, and 
aspects of the local health care system, including access to healthcare, 
home care and long-term care.

“Our doctor is 
great. He is just 

stretched so thin.”

Health Data Sources: Manitoba’s major health reports are 
published every five years, with the next round of Community 
Health Assessments expected in Fall/Winter 2024/25, to be 

available on the Southern Health - Santé Sud website. 

Homecare Services
In July, 2024, the local home care 
program had 310 clients. From April 
2023-Mar 2024, 212 new clients were 
admitted to Home Care in Winkler.  
This is 19% higher than the number of 
new clients in 2018-19. 

Long-term Care 
Salem Home

Salem Home had 146 beds in 2024, the 
same as in 2018.
Waitlist (June, 2024) - 56 people

waiting at home
at BTHC
in interim placements 
in the region
in the behaviour 
treatment unit

20

8

25

3

The 2024 community survey highlighted 
a common paradox between access and 
quality of care in Canada: 
•	 Highest Satisfaction: Care from family 

doctors and primary care providers. 
•	 Lowest Satisfaction: Walk-in/clinic 

availability, particularly during 
evenings and weekends. 

Satisfaction with 
Health Care SystemC

Physicians & Surgeons in Winkler
•	 In 2024, the C.W. Wiebe Medical Centre had 43 

physicians, including 30 primary care doctors  
and 13 specialists. 

•	 To meet the primary care needs of the area, the 
Centre estimates a need for 10 more physicians.

•	 In 2024, 67% of Winkler’s surgeons were women, 
which is nearly double the provincial and  
national averages.

Family Physicians per 
100,000 People, 2022 

Southern Health 
Santé Sud RHA: 

Manitoba:

Canada
 Source: Canadian Institute for 

Health Information. 

81

111

124

Wait Times for 
Knee and Hip 
Replacements  
Median wait days 
in 2023 (% change 
since 2018 shown 
above)

0

50

100

150

200

250

201 215 186 154

SRHA

MB

Knees Hips

↓45% ↓17%↓49%↓7%

Pembina Counselling 
Centre (PCC), one 
of the organizations 
providing mental 
health care in the 
region, grew from 
3 to 10 counsellors 
between 2019 
and 2024 to meet 
growing needs.

Mental Health Services

0

1000

2000

3000

4000

2019 2020 2021 2022 2023

2,
58

0

2,
20

1

3,
33

3

3,
71

6

3,
84

9

PCC Appointments 
per year

COMMUNITY  
REFLECTION

Health &  
Wellness

SHSS
MB
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Culture &  
Belonging

WCF @ Work:  
The Winkler 
Heritage 
Museum Fund 
supports the 
Winkler Heritage 
Museum’s 
operating costs. 
This museum 
exists to preserve 
and exhibit local 
history.

DID YOU  
KNOW?

With the support 
of Regional 
Connections, the 
2024 Vital Signs 
Community Survey 
was offered with 
translations in 
Arabic, German, 
Russian, Spanish 
and Ukrainian.  

Building a close-knit community and welcoming community 
through events, activities celebrating culture, identity and faith, 
and public spaces that make everyone feel like they belong. 

Active Participation, 2024
We asked: Are you an active 

member of a local cultural, faith  
or community group? How often  

do you participate?
10+ times per year 
3-10 times per year 
1-2 times per year 
Not at all

Sense of  
Belonging,  

2024

58
%

 A
ge

s 
16

-2
4

73
%

 A
ge

s 
40

-5
4

78
%

 A
ge

s 
65

-7
471% of survey 

respondents strongly 
agreed or agreed that “I 

feel like I belong here 
in our community”, but 

that varied by age. 

Languages: Mother Tongue
Mother Tongue in Winkler/Stanley, 2021

English
55%

German
19%

Plautdietsch

16%

Other 7%
Russian 3%

Note: English 
includes English 
speakers with 
multiple mother 
tongues

B-

% of age group  who felt a 
sense of belonging

In 2021, 46% of 
immigrants living 
in Winkler/Stanley 
immigrated when they 
were under 15 years old. 

Age & 
Immigration

Religion 
Winkler/Stanley, 2021

Christian
No Religion/Secular
Other

88%

10%

2%
COMMUNITY  
REFLECTION

   “Since I came here, 
I’ve seen the community 

becoming more open to other 
cultures, including ours. What 

gives me hope in this area, 
even though it might seem 

small, is seeing international 
foods in our grocery stores. 

To me, that’s a big deal.” 

61%

27%

7%
5%
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Arts & 
Recreation

WCF @ Work:  
The Evan Thomas 
Memorial Fund 
supports youth 
who might 
otherwise be 
unable to afford 
playing hockey, 
by covering 
their hockey 
registration fees. 
Families can 
apply through 
the Winkler 
Minor Hockey 
Association.

DID YOU  
KNOW?
In 2023, the Bernhard Thiessen 
Hall & Fieldhouse Turf facility 
was reserved for 1,449 hours. 
The facility is used year-round 
for sports training, indoor 
leagues, competitions, special 
events, and private bookings, 
including birthday parties.

Opportunities for participation in arts, leisure, and 
sports activities including shows, events, clubs, 
and recreational facilities. 

Winkler Arts & Culture (WA+C) Programs

Adult Program 
Participants

Children/
Youth Program 
Participants

2018 54 (8 classes/events) 40 (6 classes/events)

2019 61 (9) 72 (11)

2020 13 (15) 30 (13)

2021 5 (1) 24 (3)

2022 25 (5) 26 (3)

2023 103 (13) 156 (28)

In 2023/24, Winkler’s 
growing pickleball 
community thrived 

with 250 active 
players, including 

40 seniors. Interest 
continues to grow, 

indicating support for 
more available courts.

Winkler Library 
Highlights

366 Internet user sessions

    261 Reference 
questions 

134,799 materials were borrowed 
in 2023, up 14% from 2022.

Winkler 
Aquatic 
Centre
Visits in 2024. 
Down 23% 
from 2019.

28,959

Winkler Arena
With the addition of a second 
sheet of ice, scheduled ice 
time more than tripled to 
6,972 hours in 2023.

Fields, 
Pitches & 
Diamonds
The City of Winkler
maintains 10 ball
diamonds, 8 
outdoor soccer 
fields, and one 
cricket pitch.

COMMUNITY  
REFLECTION

  “We do a lot of walking, 
and there’s paths 

everywhere. We have all 
kinds of different roads 

that we can go.” 

B+

Connecting 
Communities

Plans are being finalized for a 12km 
pathway connecting Winkler and 

Morden, designed to encourage active 
transportation, promote health, and 

strengthen community bonds.
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Civic & Democratic 
Engagement

WCF @ Work:  
Every November, the 
Winkler Community 
Foundation takes part 
in the Endow Manitoba 
Giving Challenge, where 
donations are stretched 
for more community 
impact. In the upcoming 
event from November 
12-17, 2024, WCF aims 
to continue its record 
of receiving the most 
donations of any 
community foundation, 
as it did in 2022 and 
2023.

Winkler has the 
second highest 
median donation 
amount in 
Canada.  

In 2022, 
Steinbach 
($2,230) and 
Winkler ($1,820) 
remained Canada’s most charitable 
urban centres of 10,000 or more 
people in 2022. Manitoba ($590) was 
Canada’s most charitable province.

Involvement in democratic processes, government 
responsiveness, and generosity with charitable giving 
and volunteering.

Voter  
Turnout

2022 Municipal Election

Winkler 45%

Stanley 18%

Provincial (Morden-Winkler)

2019 51%

2023 44%

Federal (Portage-Lisgar)

2021 66%

2023 (by-election) 45%

“People out here are a 
step above…because this 
is a small community, it 
doesn’t take long for the 

word to get out and people 
are going to step up and 

volunteer.”

20
16

20
18

20
20

20
22

$1,540
$430
$300

$1,580
$460
$310

$1,740
$510
$340

$1,820
$590
$380

WINKLER (CA)   MANITOBA   CANADA

Median Charitable Donation  
Given by Donors

Volunteering in Winkler and Stanley
% of survey respondents who volunteered in the 
past year (including coaching, instructing, and 
committees and boards), 2024. This varies by 
respondent age and household income.

47%
53%
58%
67%
73%
47%

29%
39%
47%
56%
64%
73%

$0-19,999

$40,000-59,999
$20,000-39,999

$60,000-79,999

$100,000+
$80,000-99,999

By household incomeBy age
18-24
25-39
40-54
55-64
65-74

75+

A-

COMMUNITY  
REFLECTION

62% of people surveyed 
volunteered in the past 

year, and 65% agree 
that they will volunteer 

next year.

DID YOU  
KNOW?
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Take  
ACTION! 1

REFLECT | Thank you for 
reading this report. Take some 
time to think about what the 
information within means for 
residents of Winkler and the 
RM of Stanley. 2

SHARE | Do you know 
someone who would like to 
read Winkler’s Vital Signs® or 
someone who would benefit 
from reading it? Pass along 
your printed copy; direct 
friends, family, neighbours and 
colleagues to the digital report, 
available on our website.

3
DISCUSS | Questions for discussions. 
When you read the report, what 
surprised you? What confirmed 
what you already thought about your 
community? What will the indicators 
look like 5, 10, or even 50 years from 
now? Where will Winkler have made 
the most and the least progress?

8
ENGAGE | Contact local 
leaders and decision makers 
with your thoughts on 
the findings in this report. 
Consider what you can do to 
make a positive impact.

9
CONTACT US | The Winkler 
Community Foundation knows 
our community. If you are 
looking for ways to make a 
difference, we can help.

4
RESEARCH | If you 
want to know more about 
an issue, please visit 
our website to view the 
source document or to 
request the findings of 
the community and  
youth surveys. 

5
CONNECT | If you 
are motivated by what 
you have read, use this 
report as a catalyst 
for positive action. 
Connect with individuals 
and organizations in 
the community that 
are leading change by 
addressing areas of 
need.

6INFORM US | Did you take 
action because of this Vital 
Signs® report? Please let us 
know what you did and what 
you learned. See back cover for 
contact information.

10
GIVE | If you are 
interested in keeping your 
charitable giving local, and 
want to see increased 
grant funds for non-profits, 
consider making a donation 
to The Winkler Community 
Foundation, and help 
support our community for 
years to come.

7
SUPPORT | Our community 
needs leadership from all of 
its residents. There are many 
organizations that would 
benefit from your volunteerism, 
attendance at events, and/or 
financial support.

Vital Signs® is a community check-up conducted by community foundations across Canada that 
measures the vitality of our communities and identifies significant trends in a range of areas critical to 
quality of life. Vital Signs® is coordinated nationally by Community Foundations of Canada. The Vital 
Signs® trademark is used with permission from Community Foundations of Canada.

Domains and Indicators of  
Community Well-being 

This report presents 
information organized 
into eight domains 
of well-being, 
representing different 
aspects of community 
life. Each domain 
contains carefully 
selected indicators that 
reflect or influence 
well-being. 
Grade Scores  
Each domain is scored 
on a scale from 1 (F) to 
5 (A+), based on: 

•	80%: Key indicator scores, evaluated against provincial or 
national benchmarks, and adjusted for recent trends. 

•	20%: 2024 Community survey satisfaction scores. 

Grades in this report combine both indicator performance 
and community survey satisfaction scores. This approach 
differs from the 2018 report, where grades were based solely 
on satisfaction scores. For more detailed information, please 
refer to the 2024 Vital Signs Enhanced Report. 
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Winkler 2024
Environment B+

Community Resilience A
Education & Learning C+

Standard of Living B+

Health & Wellness C
Culture & Belonging B-

Arts & Recreation B+

Civic & Democratic Engagement A-

VitalSigns Score B

Community Survey 
Participation
Survey Length: 67 Questions

Average Completion time: 21 minutes

769 Total Responses:  
643 complete surveys +  
126 partially complete

Community Survey  
open to ages 18+:  
543 complete surveys +  
111 partially complete

Community Survey Takers:

Relationship Status: 76% married 
or common-law (note – surveys 
were intended to be for individual 
responses, but anecdotally, some 
surveys were filled out by one 
member of a couple) 

Gender: 65% women, 35% men  

Age: 40% ages 18-39,  
44% ages 40-64, 16% ages 65+ 

Newcomers: 22% have lived in the 
area less than 10 years 

Household Income: 13% $0-40,000, 
26% $40-80,000, 14% $80-100,000, 
34% $100,000+, 13% unspecified 

Home Location: 82% Winkler,  
18% Ward 1 RM Stanley 

Delivered Online:  
May & June 2024

Alternate Formats: 
paper, large print

Translated Survey Versions: 
Provided by Regional Connections  
in Arabic, German, Russian, Spanish, 
& Ukrainian

2024 Youth Survey (GVSD):   
Grade 11 – 61 complete +  8 partial   
Grade 12 – 39 complete + 7 partial

We would like to thank the following organizations for their participation and 
assistance: Access Credit Union, Alzheimer’s Society, Big Brothers and Big Sisters 
of Morden/Winkler, BTHC Foundation, Central Station Community Centre, Child 
and Family Services of Central Manitoba, City of Winkler, CW Wiebe Medical Centre, 
Eden Mental Health, Efficiency Manitoba, Elias Woodwork, Gateway Resources, 
Garden Valley School Division, Genesis House, Kroeker Farms, Northlands Day Care 
Centre, Pembina Counselling Centre, Pembina Valley Local Immigration partnership, 
Red River College (Winkler Campus), Regional Connections, Rural Municipality of 
Stanley, Salem Home, Southern Health-Sante Sud Regional Health Authority, Triple 
E Canada, Winkler Affordable housing, Winkler & District Ministerial, Winkler & District 
Health Care Board, Winkler Chamber of Commerce, Winkler Coop, Winkler Day 
Care, Winkler Economic Development, Winkler Family Resource Centre, Winkler Fire 
Department, Winkler Meats, Winkler Police Service, Winkler Recreation Department, 
Winkler Senior Centre.



The Winkler Community Foundation invests in building endowment funds, providing ongoing funding to local 
non-profit and charitable organizations through grants, supports young people pursuing post-secondary 

education through education awards, and funding leadership initiatives for the long-term benefit of Winkler 
and surrounding area. We have granted over $2.77M back into the community since it was established in 1988. 

2-880L 15th Street | Winkler, MB | R6W 0H5
204.362.9292 | www.winklercommunityfoundation.com

Follow the discussion  
facebook.com/WinklerCF

Tag a good deed  
@winklercommunityfoundation 
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